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But the Duke of Wellington emphatically says that
there was no house at all suitable for the enthronement
of the child Raja in 1799. It, therefore, had to take place
in a pandal, erected outside some workmen's huts, in
Nazarabad. The Duke, then Colonel Arthur Wellesley,
wrote to his brother, the Earl of Mornington, on June
14th, 1799: ' Henry' (another brother) * and I went over
to old Mysore yesterday, and I am sorry to tell you
that not a single house is standing in it. In new Mysore
there are some houses, but very bad ones.7 On May
26th, 1801, he wrote to his brother, Henry: "The
Rajah's family have moved into old Mysore, where their
ancient palace has been rebuilt in the same form in which
it was formerly, and, I believe, on the old foundations.
The whole family appear as happy as we wished they
should be when this government was established. Mysore
is become a large and handsome town, full of inhabitants;
the whole country is settled and in perfect tranquillity.'

In 1803 Lord Valentia visited Mysore, which, he says,
consisted of one street a mile long. He describes the
palace as small, neat and unfinished, and says that there
was a great deal of open space inside the fort and round
the palace. He entered it, he says, through a handsome
gateway, which had been an ancient choultry.

His account of the men-at-arms is interesting. As he
entered the palace the drums and fifes played, officers
dropped swords, men remained motionless without
presenting arms. * They were a finer body of men than
any I have seen, well-dressed, and, I understand, well-
disciplined. His Highness admits none of low caste into
his service. , . . The throne on which the boy Raja sat
to receive me was placed in a verandah to the left of the
entrance, and was of ivory, fantastically carved.'